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SKELLY AND LOY PREPARES FIVE SUCCESSFUL  

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATIONS 

 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania –February 27, 2013– Five of 11 National Register of Historic Places nominations 

reviewed for listing at the February meeting of the Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board in Harrisburg were 

prepared by Skelly and Loy. All five resources were recommended for National Register listing, four by 

unanimous vote. The nominations will be forwarded to the National Park Service in Washington, D.C., that will 

formally list the resources in the National Register. The five nominations were for the Pittsburgh Renaissance 

Historic District, the Pittsburgh Central Downtown Historic District, the Fourth Avenue Historic District, the 

Firstside Historic District, and the Pittsburgh Terminal Warehouse and Transfer Company. 

 

The Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board reviews and recommends nominations of historic and 

prehistoric resources to the National Register and reviews and comments on the Pennsylvania Historical and 

Museum Commission’s (PHMC) comprehensive historic preservation plan. The 15-member board is appointed 

by PHMC and consists of architectural historians, historians, architects, archaeologists, anthropologists, 

historic preservation planners, and landscape architects. 

 

The Pittsburgh Renaissance Historic District nomination addresses Pittsburgh’s post-World War II urban 

renewal project known as the Pittsburgh Renaissance when 59 acres of warehouses, industrial buildings, and 

railroad yards at the Point in downtown were redeveloped into Point State Park and the International Style 

skyscrapers-in-a-park development known as Gateway Center. The project, one of the first large-scale uses of 

eminent domain for urban redevelopment, was the first of many post-war projects aimed at revitalizing 

Pittsburgh and changing its image from a smoke-filled, unhealthy place into an appealing, beautiful city.  

Because of its importance in the areas of community planning and urban planning, the Pennsylvania Historic 

Preservation Board recommended the Pittsburgh Renaissance Historic District as eligible for National Register 

listing on a national level. 
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The other historic districts represented the commercial (the Pittsburgh Central Downtown Historic District), 

financial (Pittsburgh Fourth Avenue Historic District), and river-oriented trade (the Firstside Historic District) 

centers of the city. All had previously been listed in the National Register. Skelly and Loy expanded the 

boundaries and periods of significance and amended the physical descriptions and statements of significance. 

All historic district nominations were prepared for the Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation, who 

assisted in their preparation. 

 

The Pittsburgh Terminal Warehouse and Transfer Company was built as a speculative development by 

Pittsburgh’s industrial elite in 1906 to provide warehouse and office space in an intermodal complex accessible 

by road, rail, and water. Constructed during a period of intensive economic development in Pittsburgh, the 

combined railroad terminal, general warehouse, cold storage facilities, and office space was designed to be a 

self-contained complex emphasizing Progressive era ideals of efficiency, economy, and scientific 

management. 

 

 

SKELLY AND LOY, celebrating its 44th year in business, is a mid-sized engineering-environmental consulting firm with 6 

Mid-Atlantic offices and is among the top engineering and environmental firms in the nation. The firm provides expert 

mining, geologic, engineering, environmental, waste management, water resources, and cultural resources services to 

private and public sector clients throughout the U.S. and abroad. 
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